
 

 

 
REYDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
  Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

 
Date of Meeting:  29th April 2021 
 
Present   Chairman Cllr Cyprien, Djahit, Taylor, O’Hear, Kirk, Cracknell, Bailey Friend, Turner, Panther and Vulliamy 
 
In Attendance    Clerk, Julie Jordan, Cathy Ryan, Mike Mayhew, Derek Rumsey and Graham Langley and County  
                              Councillor Michael Ladd 
   
1    Opening – Cllr Cyprien welcomed everybody to the meeting and thanked them for coming. 
 
2    Receipt and Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – District Councillor Beavan  
 
3    Community Transport and Sole Bay Care Fund 

Cathy Ryan presented this report and first gave an update on the Community Bus.  The new bus service is due to 
start on the 1st May and will be doing the first run to Walberswick on the 3rd May.   She was very pleased to 
report that following some advertising there were now 9 drivers who had been trained and everyone was ready 
to go. 
Cathy went on to give a brief history of the Sole Bay Care Fund which was formed in 2008.  It was started to fill 
the gaps in the service provided by the NHS and for social care.  In the beginning the fund paid for extra care and 
funded any equipment that may be required in order to allow people to stay in their own homes.   This has now 
been expanded to provide more community initiative including respite care, dementia care and walk and talk 
events 
This had led onto the Community Bus which would provide shopping trips and prevent social isolation and this 
will be developed in the future. 
Councillor O’Hear thanked Cathy and said that Reydon and Southwold was truly blessed to have such fantastic 
services in the Sole Bay Health Centre and the Care fund, everyone at the meeting was in agreement with him 
and thanked her. 

4.  Annual Reviews 
      Council Review – Given by Cllr Cyprien 
      Since the beginning of 2020 several Councillors and the Parish Clerk resigned for reasons of ill health, difference   
      of opinion and pressure of work.  By the end of that year, we had co-opted five new Councillors, our quota for the    
      year, and a new Parish Clerk who was able to take over the responsibility seamlessly.  By February we had co- 
      opted three more Councillors and I’m delighted to say that the Parish Council is now at full strength, which hasn’t  
      been the case for some time.   We now have a Parish Council with a wide range of experience, skills and interests  
      for the benefit of the Reydon community. 
      One of the first tasks was to form a new Planning Committee, comprising four members under the Chairmanship    
       of Philip O’Hear. 
       Unfortunately, Covid-19 prevented most ‘official’ duties, however I was able to attend the Wreath laying at the   
       Service of Remembrance at St Margaret’s and the retirement presentation of Steve Palmer, Watch Officer at our  
       fire station. 
       Covid-19 
       We also had to cope with the restrictions that Covid-19 placed on us all.  The Council had our last physical  
       meeting in March 2020, our April ‘meeting’ was by email, since which time all our meetings have been virtual.   
       We donated money to Reydon Trust to be used for those who are in difficulty owing to the pandemic and had  
       places on the Covid Community Group which had frequent virtual meetings.  We also ensured, as best we could,  
       that the play area for which we are responsible on The Rec was covid-safe. 

 
 



 

 

Anglian Water 
All the Councillors met Anglian Water in July to discuss sewerage and other issues in Nicholas Drive and 
various other parts of Reydon.  We then had follow-up meetings in November 2020 and January 2021 to 
discuss their plans for investigating all the issues raised.  We are due to have another meeting in the near 
future so that they can tell us the outcomes of those investigations, the work that they have done and, 
hopefully, an idea of their investment plan for the village.   
General 
Throughout the year the Council has been: 

 Working on the Neighbourhood Plan to get it to its finalisation at the Referendum on 6 May.  Details to be 
covered in a separate report. 

 Having investigated the practicalities of Quiet Lanes, we were going to have an open meeting in January to 
gather the views of the community for the project.  However, because of Lockdown 3, this was postponed 
and an open meeting on Zoom was held on 19 April with leaflets regarding this and other matters having 
been distributed at the end of March.  As the result of that meeting was 100% positive, it was agreed at by 
the Council to go ahead with the project and Quiet Lanes Suffolk have been informed. 

 Working to keep footpaths clear. 
 Investigating the feasibility of electric car charging, which is an on-going project. 
 Investigating the practicalities of wild verging with, hopefully, sowing a ‘sample’ patch of annual wildflowers 

in an area yet to be identified.  We aim to work with the community to identify areas where seeds for wild 
flowers can be sown. 

 In consultation with the Village Hall Management Committee, a start has been made on ways of improving 
the facilities of the village hall and we hope to work more closely with the VHMC in the future.  As a 
beginning we successfully applied for and got a grant to improve the sound system in the Hall. 

 Dealing with the concerns raised about the land at the end of 3 Marsh Lane.   We contacted the Police, ESC 
and the Environment Agency about those concerns.  Happily, at the request of the Environment Agency, the 
land has been put back to more or less its original state. 

 Investigating the feasibility of making safe the WWI Pill Box on Might’s Bridge and perhaps turning it into a 
bat roost or something similar and wilding part of the area.  We have recently been given permission by the 
owner to go-ahead with these ideas and a small Work Party has been set up to begin putting them in action.  
If you’d like to offer assistance, please call 07768 395465. 

We have responded to a number of consultations and now have a representative (and two Councillors as 
alternatives) on the Working Party for the current Bailey Bridge Project. 
It has been a busy year and I would like to thank our Parish Clerk, Julie Jordan and all the Councillors for their 
hard work and support. 

 
b)  Planning Committee Review – Given by Cllr O’Hear, Chair of the Planning Committee 

The Planning Committee is made up of Cllrs Philip O’Hear (Chair), Fiona Taylor, Roger Cracknell and Kalvyn 
Friend. We review all Planning Applications for development in the village and ensure that the Parish Council 
responds appropriately within the required timescale.  
Most of the applications in the last year have been for extension and/or modification of existing properties and 
have not raised any major concerns. 
We have, however, been required to consider a number of applications for new houses either in the garden of an 
existing house or on small plots of undeveloped land in the village. With these, our concern has been to ask the 
Local Planning Authority (LPA), which is East Suffolk Council, to ensure that the plans are in keeping with their 
surroundings and do not encroach unreasonably on neighbours. 
Adjacent to the Health Centre, there is one large undeveloped site where currently plans are being considered 
for 17 new houses. We have raised concerns about the height of those closest to existing houses but the LPA has 
not yet determined the application. 
With all applications, we have been sure to point to the relevant policies in the draft Neighbourhood Plan (see 
below). Importantly, these require that all new dwellings must be occupied as principal residences and that the 
design must meet standards including the preservation or enhancement of habitats for wildlife. 



 

 

Gravel Pit Proposal 
The Council has consistently opposed plans to extend the current Wangford Gravel Pit to a new quarry at Lime 
Kiln Farm in Reydon. Working with residents, we spoke at the Examination of Suffolk County Council’s draft 
Mineral and Waste Plan which included this proposal. The Planning Inspector ruled that there was no 
justification for this quarry in the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and, eventually, the County Council 
adopted the plan without the Lime Kiln Farm scheme. However, the owners of Wangford Gravel Pit persisted 
with their previous planning application for this development. However, when they saw that Suffolk Planning 
Officers were recommending rejection of their application, they withdrew it. There is to be a community liaison 
group for Wangford Pit and the Council will be represented. We will press there for the speedy implementation 
of the restoration of the land now that there is no more gravel available for extraction. 
Sizewell C and Windfarm Plans 
The Council has contributed to the consultations on both these major developments even though they are not in 
our immediate area. We have raised concerns about the impact of windfarms on the tranquillity of the seascape 
but generally supported the green energy aims of all these proposals. However, we have argued that better 
mitigation of the impacts on local transport and the environment around the facilities at Sizewell and Friston are 
required. Without these, there will be both damage to precious countryside and, potentially, to our local 
economy if tourism is affected by congestion on the A12. 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Since December 2017, the Council has been working on a Neighbourhood Plan for Reydon which, when “made” 
(ie formally adopted by the LPA) will be used to help determine planning applications in the parish. A Steering 
Group of Councillors and residents has led this work, comprising Philip O’Hear (Chair), Dexter Kirk (Vice Chair), 
Ted Drake, Robert Nokes, Pam Cyprien, Jenny Foot, Ridley Burnett, John Holt and Jim Elmes. I would like to thank 
all these for their contribution. 
We cannot fully complete our Neighbourhood Plan until it is approved by the referendum which will be held on 
May 6th. East Suffolk Council has already issued a Decision Notice stating that our plan meets all the 
requirements to be part of the planning rules for development in Reydon. This means it must already be given 
“significant weight” in all future planning decisions.  
Sadly, we gained the Decision Notice after the proposed major developments at St Felix and Copperwheat 
Avenue gained Outline Planning Permission so the Neighbourhood Plan has not affected these. Nonetheless, if it 
is approved by the referendum, it will be there for the future. 
The plan is based on six key issues for our parish: Housing for Local People, Protecting the Countryside, 
Community Assets and Green Spaces, Flood Risks and Erosion, Infrastructure and Design Principles. For each key 
issue, the plan sets out planning policies for new development in the village (including one that new houses 
permitted after the plan is in force will have to be occupied as principal residences) and also actions for the 
Parish Council to take in support of the plan (including one to seek to register key facilities as community assets, 
protecting them from sale for other uses). 
Quiet Lanes 
The Council, supported by Wangford Parish Council, has undertaken work to designate two key routes around 
the village as Quiet Lanes. A quiet lane is a single-track lane used by walkers, cyclists and horse riders as well as 
vehicles. Quiet Lane signs encourage all users to “expect and respect” others who may be walking, cycling or 
riding along these lanes. 
Our proposed lanes are: 
Rissemere Lane East and part of Wood Farm Lane – the main walking and cycling route from the village to 
Reydon Wood; 
Mardle Road (which is shared with Wangford) – the route from the Hen Reedbeds to the Wangford Road, almost 
opposite the other end of the track leading to Reydon Wood. 
Together with the river walls, these lanes form a key part of a circular route linking Reydon (and Southwold) with 
two of the most important nature reserves in our parish.  
Over 95% of residents responding to the survey for the Reydon Neighbourhood Plan identified these places as 
among the most valued areas of our local countryside. There was strong support for improving walking and 
cycling access around the village. This aim is a Parish Council Action in our plan. However, we were also required 
to consult the community on these specific proposals for Quiet Lanes. We circulated a leaflet to all households in 
early April and held an open meeting (via Zoom) on April 19. Three residents attended along with a Councillor 
from Wangford. In addition, written responses (by letter and email) were received from seven residents and one 



 

 

local cycling group. All these expressed strong support for the plan and on April 22, the Council voted 
unanimously to proceed. We have notified Quiet Lanes Suffolk and now expect to be in Wave 2 of designations 
across the county so our Lanes will become Quiet in late summer. 

 
5 Reports -  

a)  Reydon Estates Charity – given by Derek Rumsey   
The Reverend Alan Perry is Chairman and Trustee of the Charity, Mr Derek Rumsey is Treasurer Trustee and Mr 
Neil Holloway is Secretary and Trustee. 
The Charity is very old having its origins as far back as 1806.  It is fully registered with the Charity 
Commissioners and the 2020 figures will be notified to them.  It receives is income from small investments and 
rents from local lands. 
At the beginning of 202 I took over as Trustee and Treasurer following the resignation of Mr Richard Stone who 
have been a very good treasurer for many years. 
Sale of Land 
The sale of the Orchard was completed for a price of £10000 plus the gift of a piece of land to go to the Church. 
The sale of the Church car park to the Church was actioned and completed successfully with the church paying 
£10000. 
The Reydon Estates Charity has not sold all the land it used to rent out. 
Distribution of Funds 
The yearend balance was £19071.51 
It was agreed to follow the past agreed practice and £9500 was given to The Reydon Trust and £9500 give to St 
Margaret’s Church with £71.51 carried over to next year. 

  b)  The Reydon Trust –  
  Throughout Covid-19, the Reydon Trust has seen an increase in applications from families requiring support. This  

         has been augmented in a variety of ways, from food vouchers to be used in one of Reydon's shops, to Amazon    
         vouchers for children's Christmas presents, white goods to flooring, but always pointing them towards the local   
         food banks for help with food, either in town at the VHC or the Lowestoft Food bank, which Flic from the VHC    
         has access to. The VHC has supported 27 families through food bank support.  

   Last Christmas the Trust gave all primary school children in Southwold and Reydon a Christmas card and £10.00  
   book token. 
   During the year, the trust has helped both Primary Schools in Southwold and Reydon, supporting them with 
   funds to purchase electronic devices such as iPads and laptops for the children's home learning. However, what  
   did escape my notice is these primary school children go on to high schools, be that in Timbuktu but they're still  
   Reydon children and the Trust was pointed in the direction of need in electronic learning in High Schools by the  
   Southwold and Reydon Society, a member who recently retired from deputy headship of a near high school   
   noticed a lacking of laptops in some deprived families. This was addressed at the start of the last lock down,    
   with 18 laptops purchased by the Reydon or Southwold Trusts at the beginning of 2021 for students at Beccles  
   Leman School and Thomas Mills Framlingham. Bungay, Pakefield and the Beccles Free either did not respond    
   found no need for support.  
  Reydon Parish Council gave the Trust £2,000 at the start of the pandemic to be spent on hardship. This money   
  was spent on food provision hardship grants in the Parish.  
  During the year, the Reydon Trust has been a grateful recipient of funds from the winding up of the Reydon  
  Poor's charity, some of this money has been forwarded on and into the Reydon Pavilion build project. The Trust  
  has helped this group previously, providing the funds to purchase the land for expansion, also funding their  
  building work on several occasions. It is hoped this project will be completed during 2021.  
  St. Margaret's Church was supported with financial help to purchase zoom equipment enabling services,   
  weddings or funerals to be shared in a new way.  
  Recently, the Southwold and Reydon Society requested financial support to repair the Tardis at the Randolph       
  the repair bill was shared between Reydon and Southwold Trusts. 
  The collapsing world economies from Covid-19 was a concern to the trustees, the capital is invested with the  
  CCLA, who have done a good job this year, they have managed to actually increase our capital to £1,000,000 this    
  is on deposit which allows us to spend about £30,000 in the parish of Reydon on need, hardship or distress. 



 

 

 
 

c) Reydon Playing Fields Charity  - Mr G Langley 
Mr Langley gave a short update on the progress being made to build and run the new sports pavilion.  The 
playing fields had been provided and work was now well under way with the pavilion.  The aim was to provide 
community facilities as soon as possible and then go on to the changing rooms.  It outlined the grants that had 
been applied for but said that Covid had changed priorities for some grant providers.  He then thanked the 
Parish Council for their recent donation and that the prospects for an early opening were looking good but 
additional funds would be required to finish all the work. 
Mike Mayhew of the Reydon Trust asked Mr Langley to contact the trust regarding possible funding, 

d)  Speedwatch Team – Councillor Bailey 
 

The speedwatch team has started again after shutdown, the County Scheme has been improved with more 
funding and working with Suffolk and Norfolk forces working together, the aim of speedwatch is to educate 
drivers and persuade them to limit their speed. Although they are reported if they are exceeding 35mph.   
Reydon has a team of 11 members who are usually asked to attend a session at the most once a week equipped 
with high viz jacket and are insured by the police force while on duty.  Unfortunately, there are probably always 
be some speeding but the number reported now are less per session than there were when the scheme was 
started some years ago. The other deterrent for speeding in the village are the Speed Indicator displays of 
which the Parish has two which are moved usually every four weeks to another site in Reydon. 
On the general traffic situation, the Council is grateful to County Councillor Ladd for his support in getting 
meetings set up with Suffolk Highways to raise our local wishes for highway matters, we have raised the 
possibility of a mini roundabout at Reydon Corner to improve traffic flow, the trimming of the holm oaks on 
Halesworth Road, to improve the lighting and some form of speed limitation at the Keens Lane junction 
especially if the St Felix project goes ahead.  The other development we will be watching will be the traffic from 
the Copperwheat site 

 e)    Village Hall – Charlotte Clarke – read by Julie Jordan 
         2020 began with all the normal regular use of the hall with a mixture of hobby, sport, fitness, and social groups    
         using the hall throughout the week plus council uses, personal hiring and a variety of community events. 
          Sadly, the first Lockdown saw all use cease from late March to July last year.  As Lockdown eased and various   
         indoor activity was allowed the Village Hall Committee introduced all the necessary sanitising, social distancing,  
         one way entrance and exit and cleaning policies required by government regulation and produced risk    
         assessments and new information for those using the space. 
         Unfortunately, Lockdowns 2 & 3 meant that all activity had to cease again at the hall.  With the government 
         roadmap to recovery easing restrictions through April, May and June future bookings are once again coming in  
         and the return of a lot of the old groups and activities, plus some new ones, on the cards moving into      
         Spring/Summer 2021. 
         During Lockdown 3 the hall suffered from so anti-social behaviour and some damage, including damage to    
        drainpipes, decorative items, and littering.  The committee increased monitoring of the building and when   
        regular use returns this should make such issues harder. 
        Reydon Parish Council very kindly secured some funding from East Suffolk Council for Reydon Village Hall to    
         improve its audio-visual offer to hirers and the £850 is being used to fund a pop-up screen and projector that    
        can be used in the space.  These should be available when indoor hiring returns. 
        Financially the lack of being able to hire the hall but with expenses still coming out has taken a toll on the normal     
        cash flow of the Reydon Village Hall accounts. 
        In the year ending September 2019 the hall had income of £8.69K and outgoings of £12.12K (largely due to   
        having to replace the hall furniture within that year) 
        In the year ending September 2020 the hall had income of £4526.00 and outgoings of £7477.28.  This currently 
        leaves £10659.56 in the Management Account (held against major hall expenses) and £ 2204.15 (including the 
        £850 projector grant) in the Running Account (used for day-to-day income and expenditure).  With a return to  
        hiring this year this will increase the hall income once more.  From the 18th May there is a new children’s group  
        booking weekly and Keep Fit will be restarting on 18th May also weekly. Several new bookings from September  
        onwards and hopefully Lighthouse Ladies, Marguerite Club and other groups will begin again if rules stay the  



 

 

        same. 
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 6   Matters Arising for Discussion and Questions – 
      The village hall was briefly discussed in view of the recent reports and it was hoped that the Parish Council could 
      support the management committee with a strategic way forward.  This was in the hope that the hall and pavilion 
      could compliment each other in the activities they provide rather than compete.    
 
7 Close 
     The meeting was closed at 8.10 
 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………. (Chairman)  Date    


